
















Whitpain Township will not fund all recommended improvements and 

action items with local funds only.  Some of the recommended im-

provements may be accomplished via the land development 

processes where improvements funded are by the private sector as 

off site improvements.  Recommendations can be also funded 

through grants to the Township and its partners, leveraging funds to 

maximize Township improvements.  State agencies such as DCNR 

and DCED will be important sources for design/engineering and 

construction funding.  PennDOT should be involved with the 

improvement projects on state roadways.  
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The Township will need to seek project partners and review opportu-

nities for outside funding of proposed comprehensive plan projects.  

There are multiple funding sources from State, County, Federal, and 

local sources that provide grants for improvements like those identi-

fied in this plan.  Examples of such sources are as follows. 

Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 

The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) is a Federal highway 

and transit funds set-aside under the Surface Transportation Pro-

gram (STP) for community-based “non-traditional” projects designed 

to strengthen the cultural, aesthetic, and environmental aspects of 

the nation’s intermodal transportation system.  The Transportation 

Enhancements (TE) funding category, which has historically funded 

many pedestrian and bicycle supportive projects such as streetscape 

improvements, was originally established by Congress in 1991 under 

the IS-TEA transportation authorization legislation, and was most 

recently affirmed as TAP under the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 

21st Century Act (MAP-21).   



The program seeks to provide funding for projects such as construc-

tion, planning, and design of on-road and off-road trail facilities for 

pedestrians, bicyclists, and other non-motorized forms of transporta-

tion.  Non-motorized forms of transportation include sidewalks, bicy-

cle infrastructure, pedestrian and bicycle signals, traffic calming tech-

niques, lighting and other safety-related infrastructure, and transpor-

tation projects to achieve compliance with the Americans with Disa-

bilities Act of 1990.   

The application period for the most recent round of funding closed in 

April 2014.  The next round of TAP funding has not yet been deter-

mined.  The Township should continue to monitor the program as 

future rounds of funding are anticipated.  For more information on the 

PA Transportation Alternative Program, visit the DVRPC website at 

http://www.dvrpc.org/TA/ 

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program 

(CMAQ) 

The DVRPC Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Pro-

gram (CMAQ) is another potential source for funding.  Eligible pro-

jects must produce a reduction of harmful emissions related to trans-

portation.  Some examples of eligible projects for this program in-

clude congestion reduction and traffic flow improvements, bicycle 

and pedestrian facilities and programs, travel demand management, 

carpooling and vanpooling, and public education and outreach activi-

ties.  Ineligible projects include highway or transit maintenance and 

reconstruction projects and the construction of Single Occupancy 

Vehicle capacity.  DVRPC has recently set aside CMAQ funds avail-

able to select coiunties in New Jersey starting in 2016.  The Town-

ship should continue to monitor the program for future funding 

rounds in Pennsylvania. For more information please visit: http://

www.dvrpc.org/CMAQ/pdf/DVRPC_2015_CMAQ_Program_   

Guidance.pdf  

 



Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) 

The DVRPC Regional Trails program with funding from the William 

Penn Foundation aims to capitalize upon opportunities for trail devel-

opment by providing funding for targeted, priority trail design, con-

struction, and planning projects that will promote a truly connected, 

regional network of multi-use trails with Philadelphia and Camden as 

its hub. Any Whitpain Township trail segments that are added to the 

Circuit would receive a priority in funding.  Previous grants adminis-

tered through this program required a 20% match.  For information 

contact the DVRPC grant administrator or visit the program’s website 

at: http://www.dvrpc.org/RegionalTrailsProgram/ 

The DVRPC Transportation and Community Development Initiative 

(TCDI) is intended to support growth in individual municipalities 

through initiatives that promote the region’s long range plan, Con-

nections 2040 Plan for Greater Philadelphia.  The program’s goals 

include: 

 Supporting local planning projects that will lead to more residen-

tial, employment or commercial opportunities in areas designated 

for growth or redevelopment; 

 Improving the overall character and quality of life within the re-

gion to retain and attract business and residents; 

 Enhancing and utilizing the existing transportation infrastructure 

capacity to reduce demands on the region’s transportation net-

work; 

 Reducing congestion and improving the transportation system’s 

efficiency by promoting the use of transit, bike, and pedestrian 

transportation modes; 

 Building capacity in our older suburbs and neighborhoods; 

 Reinforcing and implementing improvements in designated Cen-

ters; and; 

 Protecting our environment through growth management and 



land preservation. 

Through fiscal years 2002-2015, DVRPC has distributed $14.6 mil-

lion to over 120 different municipalities, county governments, and 

nonprofits throughout the region for TCDI planning grants.  The 

Township should continue to monitor the program for future funding 

rounds.  For more information please visit: http://www.dvrpc.org/

TCDI/ 

Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Re-

sources (PA DCNR) - Community Conservation Partnership Pro-

gram (C2P2) 

The Community Recreation and Conservation Program through the 

PA DCNR Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) 

provides funding to municipalities and authorized nonprofit organiza-

tions for recreation, park, trail and conservation projects.  These in-

clude planning for feasibility studies, trail studies, conservation plans, 

master site development plans, and comprehensive recreation park 

and open space and greenway plans; land acquisition for active or 

passive parks, trails and conservation purposes; and construction 

and rehabilitation of parks, trails, and recreation facilities.  Most of 

these projects require a 50% match, which can include a combina-

tion of cash and/or non-cash values. 

The Pennsylvania Recreational Trails Program, also through the 

C2P2 Program, awards grants to federal and state agencies, local 

governments, non-profit and for-profit organizations to assist with the 

construction, renovation and maintenance of trails and related facili-

ties for both motorized and non-motorized recreational trail use, the 

purchase or lease of equipment for trail maintenance and construc-

tion and the development of educational materials and programs.  

These grants require a minimum 20% match, which can include a 

combination of cash and/or non-cash values.  



Grant applications for the C2P2 program are accepted annually—

usually in April.  More information on this program can be found at 

the DCNR website: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/grants/

indexgrantsinstruct.aspx  

Commonwealth Financing Agency (CFA) - Greenways, Trails 

and Recreation Program (GTRP) 

Administered through the PA Department of Community and Eco-

nomic Development (DCED), the Greenways, Trails and Recreation 

Program (GTRP) provides funding for planning, acquisition, develop-

ment, rehabilitation and repair of greenways, recreational trails, open 

space, parks and beautification projects.  The program awards up to 

$250,000 per project to eligible applicants and required a local match 

of 15% of the total project cost. Additional information on the Green-

ways, Trails, and Recreation Program can be found at http://

www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-

finder/greenways-trails-and-recreation-program-gtrp 

Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) 

Multimodal Transportation Fund 

The Multimodal Transportation Fund provides grants to encourage 

economic development and ensure that a safe and reliable system of 

transportation is available to the residents of the commonwealth.  

Funds may be used for the development, rehabilitation and enhance-

ment of transportation assets to existing communities, streetscape, 

lighting, sidewalk enhancement, pedestrian safety, connectivity of 

transportation assets and transit-oriented development.  Grants are 

available for projects with a total cost of $100,000 or more and 

grants shall not exceed $3,000,000 for any project. For more infor-

mation please visit http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/

funding-and-program-finder/multimodal-transportation-fund 

 

 



PennDOT Multimodal Fund 

PennDOT’s multimodal program seeks to improve freight and pas-

senger mobility options, maximize benefits of capital investment in all 

modes of transportation, promote safety on all modes of transporta-

tion, use transportation improvements to spur economic develop-

ment, and improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the transporta-

tion network.  Projects eligible for funding include: 

 projects that coordinate local land use with transportation as-

sets to enhance existing communities including but not limited 

to: sidewalk/crosswalk safety improvements, bicycle lanes/

route designation, greenways, etc. 

 projects related to streetscape, sidewalk enhancement, pedes-

trian safety 

 transit oriented development projects 

 projects related to connectivity improvements 

The PennDOT Multimodal fund is separate from the Multimodal 

Transportation Fund administered by the Pennsylvania DCED.  A 

local match of at least 30% of the non-federal project costs is re-

quired.  Upcoming deadlines and more information on the program 

can be found at http://www.dot.state.pa.us/internet/web.nsf/

Multimodal?OpenFrameSet 

The PennDOT Multimodal fund is separate from the Multimodal 

Transportation Fund administered by the Pennsylvania DCED. 

Safe Routes To School (SRTS) 

Administered through PennDOT, Pennsylvania’s Safe Routes to 

School (SRTS) program makes federal-aid highway funds available 

to school districts, schools, municipalities, county government, and 

planning partners to address infrastructure projects that provide safer 



walking and bicycling routes. These funds are intended to benefit 

elementary and middle school children in kindergarten through the 

eighth grade. 

SRTS funding is only available to municipalities, school districts, indi-

vidual schools county government, and planning partners.  Funding 

may only be used for infrastructure projects that physically exist with-

in the public right-of-way. 

Eligible projects include the planning, design, and construction of 

infrastructure-related projects that will substantially improve the abil-

ity of students to walk and bicycle to school, including: 

 sidewalk improvements 

 traffic calming and speed reduction improvements 

 pedestrian and bicycle crossing improvements 

 on-street bicycle facilities 

 off-street bicycle and pedestrian facilities 

 secure bicycle parking facilities 

 traffic diversion improvements in the vicinity of schools 

The next round of SRTS funding has not yet been determined.  For 

projects that may qualify for this type of funding, the Township 

should coordinate with the Wissahickon School District and other 

private schools as needed.  For more information on the PA SRTS 

program, please visit http://www.saferoutespa.org/Funding/

Infrastructure-Funding/  



PennVEST (Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority) 

PennVEST offers both grants and low interest loans for projects that 

help to manage stormwater and improve water quality. Trails and 

bicycle routes may also be of interest to PennVEST if they include 

associated stormwater infiltration areas / BMPs.  

Legislative Funding 

State and federal elected officials can often include items into legisla-

tion for worthy projects in their districts.  A conversation between mu-

nicipal officials and legislators is the way to begin this process.  This 

type of funding should be targeted toward capital improvement pro-

jects. 

Local Schools and Institutions 

Local schools and institutions could also be potential funding 

sources.  Trails on or near school property, trails that improve trans-

portation alternatives for students, or trails that provide a recreational 

amenity to the institution could be excellent candidates for this kind 

of funding.  Partnerships with local schools and institutions could al-



so result in funding opportunities for maintenance or cleanup of facili-

ties as part of an educational program or volunteer groups.  While 

the amount of funds raised may be relatively small, these partner-

ships are valuable and create a feeling of  “ownership” of these facili-

ties which is an important part of their long-term success. 




