BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
WORCESTER TOWNSHIP

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-242

"Lighting Ordinance"

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF WORCESTER, CHAPTER 150 (ZONING), ARTICLE XXIV
(GENERAL REGULATIONS) TO DELETE SECTION 150-200
(EXTERIOR LIGHTING) IN ITS ENTIRETY AND REPLACE IT
WITH A NEW SECTION 150-200 ENTITLED “EXTERIOR
LIGHTING” TO PERMIT AN INCREASE IN THE HEIGHT OF
EXTERIOR LIGHTING ON THE GROUNDS OF CERTAIN
PROPERTIES.

The Board of Supervisors of Worcester Township does hereby ENACT and ORDAIN
as follows:

SECTION 1. - Amendment to Code

The Code of the Township of Worcester, Chapter 150 (Zoning), Article XXIV (General
Regulations), Section 150-200 (Exterior Lighting) is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced

with the following:
§150-200. Exterior Lighting.

A. Exterior lighting of a building or grounds, in any district in the Township,
shall be color corrected illumination which shall not be more than 12 feet
above grade, shall be screened so as not to permit the source of
illumination to be seen from off the premises, shall not cast measurable
illumination off the subject property and shall not create a nuisance or
intrusion to the privacy of adjacent property owners or the public.
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Exterior lighting of athletic fields.

(1

2)

Definitions:

(a) Fixture — A self-contained lighting unit consisting of a
lamp or lamps and ballasts as applicable, together with the
components designed to distribute the light, including but not
limited to reflectors, lenses, diffusers, and baftles, to position and
protect the lamps, and to connect the lamps to their power supply.
(A fixture may also be referred to as a luminaire.)

(b)  Fixture Bank — An array of two or more fixtures arranged
and mounted on a pole to provide a prescribed light pattern on a
playing surface. (A fixture bank may also be referred to as a
mounting assembly.)

(c) Footcandle — A unit of illuminance. A footcandle is the
illuminance on a surface one square foot in area on which there is a
uniformly distributed flux of one lumen.

(d) Glare — light entering the eye directly from sources
including but not limited to the light from an individual fixture, a
fixture bank, or reflected from any surface of a fixture, fixture
bank, or its support systems, that causes visual discomfort and/or
loss in visual performance so as to jeopardize health, safety or
welfare.

(e) [ESNA — The Illuminating Engineering Society of North
America and the recognized technical authority on lighting system
specifications for the United States.

) Independent Lighting Consultant — An Independent
Lighting Consultant shall be a company including one or more
licensed Engineers certified by the National Council on
Qualifications for the Lighting Professions and/or with one or
more members in good standing with the IENSA or the
International Association of Lighting Designers, and with at least
five years of experience in designing outdoor lighting systems, or
an individual with these same qualifications.

Notwithstanding the height limitation set forth in section 150-

200(A), exterior lighting of athletic fields on the grounds of a public or
private high school shall be permitted to exceed 12 feet in height above
grade when a conditional use is granted by the Township Board of
Supervisors. The maximum pole height, the number of poles, the location
of poles and the screening of the fixtures shall be approved by the Board
of Supervisors to insure that such lighting complies with the requirements
of this Section. No light pole heights shall be approved any higher than
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absolutely necessary to achieve safe, appropriate levels of illumination of
an entire field for athletic events, without permitting the spillage of
illumination off the school property in excess of the limitations set forth
below. Notwithstanding anything in this paragraph to the contrary, no
light pole shall be approved which exceeds 85 feet in height.

(3) Lighting fixtures shall be set back a minimum of 1.1 times the
permitted height of the lighting structure from all school property lines
adjacent to residentially zoned properties and abutting rights-of-way.

4) Lighting plans and fixtures shall be designed by a certified lighting
professional employed by a lighting system manufacturer or lighting
engineering firm or lighting consulting firm and shall incorporate the
maximum cutoff design which is reasonably possible in order to eliminate
preventable light or glare spillover to adjacent properties, abutting rights-
of-way, or the sky above the illuminated fields. Glare control and light
trespass shall be achieved primarily through the use of such means as
cutoff fixtures, shields and baffles, and the appropriate application of
fixture mounting height, wattage, aiming angle and placement as approved
by the Township or any professional consultants it chooses to employ.
Vegetative screens shall not be employed to serve as the primary means
for controlling glare. However, vegetative screens may be required as a
secondary means for controlling glare as approved or required by the
Township in its conditional use decision.

(5) The intensity of illumination projected onto a neighboring
residentially zoned property or right-of-way shall not exceed 0.1
horizontal footcandles measured three (3) feet above the ground and 0.5
vertical footcandles measured five (5) feet above the ground (with the
meter for vertical measurement aimed at the brightest fixture bank) at the
property line or edge of pavement in the case of an abutting right-of-way,

(6) The source of illumination (lamp source) shall not be visible from
any point off the school property unless no commercially reasonable
design alternative exists to accomplish such shielding of the light source.
The source of illumination shall nevertheless be shielded to the maximum
extent possible under the conditions presented. Should more than one row
or level of fixtures be required on a pole, the fixtures shall be staggered
and all surfaces potentially visible off-site shall be coated with a flat or
matte black finish to reduce reflected glare from the fixture housings to
minimal levels. If supporting structures will be illuminated by light from
the fixtures mounted on such structures, they shall also be coated with a
flat or matte black finish.

(7 Lighting system controls shall be designed to permit the automatic
and manual limitation and adjustment of both the times when any lighted
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field is illuminated and the intensity of the illumination on any field in
accordance with this Section.

(8) [lumination intensities on the school athletic fields shall be limited
to the minimum safe levels appropriate for the type of activity on the
illuminated fields in accordance with available industry (Illuminating
Engineering Society of North America), sport or league (i.e. PIAA)
standards. Such intensity levels shall be suggested by the Applicant
during any conditional use proceeding under this section and appropriate,
safe levels shall be specified in the conditional use decision of the Board
of Supervisors.

9 Because of the potential impact of lighting athletic fields in close
proximity to residential uses, the Township shall be authorized to retain an
independent lighting professional to review the design of any lighting
system proposed by an applicant and present testimony and/or a written
report at the required conditional use proceeding. In addition, following
the installation of the lighting system and prior to its use for nighttime
sports or other permitted activities, the system’s performance shall be
evaluated. Light readings shall be taken by a representative of the lighting
system manufacturer with a light meter calibrated within one year of the
testing. Measurements shall be conducted under the direct supervision of
the Township’s independent lighting consultant to insure that the system’s
performance, including but not limited to, the horizontal and vertical light
trespass and glare standards and average field illuminance values (if any)
of this section and the conditional use decision, have been met. Full
compliance with all provisions of this section and the conditional use
decision shall be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the township before
the fields can be illuminated for any permitted activity. The costs of
reaching such full compliance shall be borne by the Applicant and/or its
lighting system vendors. The reasonable costs of such reviews (not to
exceed $5,000) shall be added (as an escrow) to the normal conditional
use application fee and collected from the Applicant at the time of the
filing of the Application.

(10)  All activities or events proposed for a lighted field shall be
scheduled so that they shall be expected to end no later than 9:00 p.m.
prevailing time Monday through Thursday and no later than 10:00 p.m.
prevailing time Friday and Saturday. No use of the lights shall be
permitted on Sundays. An additional half hour of lighting at a reduced
intensity shall be permitted after the conclusion of an activity or event to
allow for the safe exit of participants and spectators from the premises and
the cleanup of the field and surrounding area.

(11)  The illumination of school athletic fields under this section shall be
limited to one field which can accommodate more than 200 spectators and
one other field.



(12)

No field shall be lighted in the early moming for practices or other

permitted activities. No field shall be lighted during any time when no
activity is taking place on the field or when an activity on that field can be
conducted safely in natural lighting.

(13)

SECTION II. - Severability

Noise at illuminated events.

(a) No music shall be allowed accessory to any event or
activity, on any illuminated athletic field under this section, except
live music provided by the school band or bands from visiting
schools.

(b)  Use of a PA system for events at any illuminated athletic
field shall be limited to announcements that are consistent with and
required by the nature of the event. For example, announcing
scores, player replacements, identification of bands, band
leadership positions or soloists, security announcements, etc. In
addition, a PA system may be used in connection with school
commencement exercises; the playing of the National Anthem; or
recorded music for cheerleader, color guard, or similar practices,
on any illuminated field. PA system speakers shall be oriented in a
way (and shall have their volume levels adjusted in a way) that
reasonably minimizes sound intrusion levels on adjacent
properties.

(c) Music by the school band and bands from visiting schools
shall be permitted at any event or activity on an illuminated
athletic field under this section.

(d) No illuminated school athletic fields shall be used as a
venue for amplified music or concerts of amplified music except
for the amplified singing of the National Anthem at any permitted
event.

(e) None of the noise restrictions in this or any other Township
ordinance shall be applicable to unamplified sounds from
participants and spectators at athletic events, including live,
unamplified band music.

The provisions of this Ordinance are intended to be severable, and if any section,

sentence, clause, part or provision hereof shall be held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any

court of competent jurisdiction, such decision of the court shall not affect or impair the
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remaining sections, sentences, clauses, parts or provisions of this Ordinance. It is hereby
declared to be the intent of the Board that this Ordinance would have been adopted even if such
illegal, invalid or unconstitutional section, sentence, clause, part or provision had not been
included herein.

SECTION III. — Failure to Enforce not a Waiver

The failure of the Township to enforce any provision of this Ordinance shall not
constitute a waiver by the Township of its rights of future enforcement hereunder.

SECTION 1V. — Effective Date

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its approval as required by

the law.

SECTION V. — Repealer

All other ordinances and resolutions or parts thereof insofar as they are inconsistent with

this Ordinance are hereby repealed.
ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Supervisors of Worcester Township,

Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, this 2™ day of April, 2013.

WORCESTER TOWNSHIP

By: /oj%w ijmf/

" Arthur C. Bustard, Chairman,
Board of Supervisors

Attest: J\ﬁ %7 D i

F. Lee Mangan, Sefetary
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NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the Board of Supervisors of Worcester, at its public
meeting on April 2, 2013, at 7:30 p.m. at the Worcester Township Community Hall, 1031 Valley
Forge Road, Fairview Village, Worcester, Pennsylvania, will hold a public hearing on and could
vote to adopt an ordinance entitled "Lighting Ordinance" amending the Code of the Township of
Worcester, Chapter 150 (Zoning), Article XXIV (General Regulations) to delete Section 150-200
(Exterior Lighting) in its entirety and replace it with a new Section 150-200 entitled “Exterior
Lighting” to permit an increase in the height of exterior lighting on the grounds of certain
properties.

Copies of the proposed Ordinance is available for examination during normal business
hours at the offices of Times Herald, 410 Markley Street, Norristown, Pennsylvania 19404, the
Montgomery County Law Library, Court House, Norristown, Pennsylvania 19401, and the
Worcester Township Building, 1421 Valley Forge Road, Worcester, Pennsylvania 19490 where
a copy of the proposed Ordinance and Map Amendment may be obtained for a charge not greater
than the cost thereof.

JAMES J. GARRITY, ESQUIRE
WISLER PEARLSTINE, LLP

Solicitors for Worcester Township
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