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Open Space Overview: Nike Park

Nestled along Trooper Road, Nike Park offers Worcester Township residents a practical and peaceful
piece of preserved land. While it may not have playgrounds or ball fields, this open space plays an
important role in our community — environmentally, historically, and functionally.

What You'll Find at Nike Park

e A mowed walking trail winds through the property, providing a simple but pleasant way to enjoy
nature close to home.

e The Township’s composting facility is located here, offering a sustainable solution for yard waste
and brush recycling.

e There are no athletic fields, picnic tables, or active recreation areas — keeping the site quiet,
natural, and low-impact.

Why This Park Matters

e Environmental Benefits: Composting helps Worcester reduce landfill waste while supporting
local landscaping and stormwater efforts with natural mulch and soil products.

e Passive Recreation: The open grassy areas and trail offer an easy place for walking, reflection, or
light outdoor activity.

e Historical Significance: Once part of a Cold War-era military missile defense installation, the park
stands today as a reminder of our past — repurposed for community benefit.

e Preserved Character: Surrounded by residential and institutional properties, Nike Park helps
maintain the green, open feel that defines Worcester.

A Smart Use of Open Space

Nike Park is a great example of how open space can serve multiple roles — environmental stewardship,
quiet recreation, and preservation of local history — all while blending into the fabric of the community.
It may not be flashy, but it’s a valued piece of what makes Worcester special.
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Nike Park
1170 Trooper Road, Worcester Township

Nike Park is a quiet, natural open space in Worcester Township, located at 1170 Trooper Road.
Spanning approximately 10 acres, the park is a blend of passive recreation, environmental
services, and historical significance.

Historical Background

The site was originally developed by the United States Army during the Cold War era as part of
the Nike Missile Defense System, a nationwide anti-aircraft program established in the 1950s.
Known as PH-82, the Worcester site was one of several launch and control locations built to
defend the Philadelphia region from potential Soviet bomber attacks.

After the Nike program was decommissioned in the 1970s, the property was transferred to local
government ownership. Today, while no military structures remain active, the site's flat open
layout and strategic positioning reflect its past use as a radar and missile control station. The
Township retained the land and gradually transitioned it into a public open space.

Mowed Walking Trail

A mowed grass loop trail runs through the property, offering a peaceful path for walking,
jogging, or enjoying nature. The trail passes through meadows and wooded sections, and is
maintained seasonally.

Composting Facility

Nike Park also hosts Worcester Township’s leaf and yard waste composting site, which is open
to residents during designated hours for the drop-off of organic materials such as leaves, brush,
and small branches. This facility supports the Township’s broader recycling and environmental
sustainability goals. Use is restricted to residents only; commercial dumping is prohibited.

Open Space and Natural Use

Nike Park does not include athletic fields, playgrounds, or picnic structures. Instead, the site
offers open, natural space suitable for low-impact use like dog walking, birdwatching, and
environmental education.

Access and Parking
A gravel driveway off Trooper Road leads to a small parking area, which provides access to
both the walking trail and the composting facility. The park is open from dawn to dusk.

Preserving a Unique Legacy
By maintaining Nike Park as a natural area, Worcester Township preserves a unique piece of
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American history while providing residents with a quiet, functional open space. Interpretive

signage or further recognition of the site’s military past may be considered as part of future park
planning.

For composting hours, regulations, or general park information, please visit
www.worcestertwp.com or contact the Township office at 610-584-1410.
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